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Á20 th  annual publication  

Á70 indicators across 5 areas  

ÁCity and town - level information  





ÁChild population down 8%  from 2000  

Á Increasing racial /ethnic diversity  
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ÁStrong links  between parental education levels and child well - being  
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ÁPoverty level  
ü$18,769 for a family of 3  

ü$23,624 for a family of 4  

 

ÁExtreme poverty level  
ü$9,385 for a family of 3  

ü$11,812 for a family of 4  

 

Á2012 Rhode Island Standard of Need  
üSingle - parent family with 2 children would need 

$49,272 a year to meet its basic needs  



ÁAlmost two -thirds (64%) of Rhode Islandõs 
children living in poverty live in just 4 cities.  

 

 



To afford the average rent in Rhode Island without a cost burdené 
ü A worker would need to earn nearly 3 times the stateõs 2013 

minimum wage of $7.75 per hour.  
 

A family of three living at the poverty level in Providenceé 
ü would have to devote 70% of its household income to the cost of 

rent.  
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In 2013, 1,117 children stayed in a homeless shelter 
or a domestic violence shelter in RI.  

 

üProvidence was the last permanent residence for more 
than 40% (457) of these children.   

 
 

 

During the 2012 - 2013 school year, Rhode Island 
public school personnel identified 923 children as 
homeless.  

 

üProvidence Public Schools personnel identified 169 
children as homeless.  

 



Á 67% decline in Rhode Island cash assistance caseload.   
 

Á 10% (4,247) of children in Providence receive cash assistance.  
 

Á 69% of RI Works beneficiaries are children under age 18.  
 

Á In SFY 2014, for the fifth year in a row, the state budget included no state 
general revenue for cash assistance.  



In October 2013  
 
Á 23,238 Providence children were receiving SNAP benefits.  
Á 33% increase from 2008, but a 3% decrease since 2012.  

 



Á 1 of 5 school districts which offers free breakfast to all 
children regardless of income.  
 

Á Offers in - classroom breakfast in all elementary schools,  an 
effective strategy for increasing participation.  
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