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Stamping Out Cigarettes
• In 2015, Rhode Island had the lowest self‐reported rate of
current cigarette use for both middle school (0
(0.9%)
9%) and
high school (4.8%) students in the U.S.

Smoking and Birth Outcomes
• In Rhode Island, there have been declines in smoking
rates before, during, and after pregnancy.

Adolescent Health Effects of Smoking
• Children and youth experience
adverse health effects from both
direct use and secondhand smoke.
• Nationally, 99% of all tobacco
initiation begins before age 26.
• An estimated 5.6 million children
are projected to die prematurely if
current adolescent smoking rates
persist.
The health consequences of smoking‐50 years of progress: A report of the Surgeon General:
(2014). Rockville, MD; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Who Uses Tobacco
Overall
• In 2015, 8.8% of Rhode Island middle school and 25.1% of high school
students reported using cigarettes, e‐cigarettes, cigars, and smokeless.

Gender
• A higher percentage of male students reported current tobacco use
compared to their female peers.

Who Uses Tobacco
Location
• In Rhode Island in 2014,
2014 rural high school students (10.2%)
reported higher rates of current cigarette use than their
peers residing in the four core cities (5.4%).

Who Uses Tobacco
Race and Ethnicity
• Students of all racial and ethnic backgrounds use tobacco
products.

Who Uses Tobacco
Native American Youth
• 47
47.0%
0% of U.S.
U S Native American youth reported current tobacco use.
use
• Data for Rhode Island Native American youth is currently unavailable.

Youth who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender
• 43.5% of Rhode Island LGB youth reported current tobacco use.
• Data regarding transgender youth will soon become available.

Youth with Disabilities
• 35.9% of Rhode Island youth who self‐identified as having a disability
(physical, emotional, and/or learning) reported current tobacco use.

Tobacco and Nicotine Products
• Today people can smoke, chew, or sniff tobacco.
The tobacco industry is consistently creating and
marketing new products to attract new users.

E‐Cigarettes
• In 2014, The Rhode Island General Assembly passed a
law prohibiting the sale of ee‐cigarettes
cigarettes to minors.
• In 2015, 7.6% of middle school and 19.3% of high school
students reported e‐cigarette use.

The health consequences of smoking‐50 years of progress: A report of the Surgeon General: (2014).
Rockville, MD; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

State Tobacco Control Milestones
State implemented policies and programs play a
key role in preventing youth from obtaining and using
tobacco products.

Tobacco Control Funding
• The cigarette excise tax poses a potential funding stream
for state tobacco control efforts.
• In SFY 2017, only 0.27% of Rhode Island cigarette tax
revenue ($138 million) went toward tobacco control.

Recommendations
 Implement
p
Youth
Prevention Activities

 Use Tobacco Pricingg as a
Prevention Strategy

 End E‐Cigarette Loopholes

 Prevent Secondhand Smoke

 Promote Quitting

 Increase Tobacco Control
F di
Funding

 Tobacco to 21
 Enact Retail Restrictions

 Continue Data Collection and
Reporting
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