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DEFINITION

Family Structure is the percentage of
children under age 18 who live in
different family structures.

SIGNIFICANCE

American families are more diverse
today than they were several decades
ago.1 In the United States, one in four
parents living with a child is unmarried
(25%). This marks a dramatic change
from 50 years ago, when fewer than one
in 10 parents living with their children
were unmarried (7%). The profile of
unmarried parents has also shifted, and
now 35% of all unmarried parents are
living with a partner.2 However, after
increasing for several decades, birth
rates for unmarried women in the U.S.
decreased to 36 per 1,000 women in
2023, a 30% decline compared to its
peak of 52 per 1,000 women between
2007 and 2008.3 Babies born to
cohabiting couples make up 25% of all
births and 60% of nonmarital births in
the U.S.4

Children in the U.S. now live in a
variety of family structures. Among
those who live with at least one of their
biological parents, 59% live in families
with only biological parent(s) and full
sibling(s), and 41% live in families with
single parents, stepparents, stepsiblings,
and/or half siblings.4

Single-Parent Families

                                              2004                  2014                  2024
RI                                     39%                     39%                      38%
US                                    31%                     35%                      34%
National Rank*                                                                                   44th
New England Rank**                                                        6th

*1st is best; 50th is highest 
**1st is best; 6th is highest

The Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org. Single-parent families may include
cohabiting couples and do not include children living with married stepparents.

Rhode Island Children Under Age 18 
by Family Structure, 2020-2024

In addition, in the U.S. families are
now four times more likely to live in
multigenerational households than they
were 50 years ago. Multigenerational
households now account for 18% of the
population.5

The financial hardship and
associated stress of single parenthood
can contribute to differences in the
socioeconomic well-being of children in
single-parent households, compared to
those in two-parent households.6 The
growth in multigenerational households
is likely due to many interconnected
factors, including economic, cultural,
and caregiving needs and the increasing
cost of housing. Multigenerational
households can also help promote close
family bonds, improve mental and
physical health, and provide the
opportunity for parents to pursue
further education or job training, all of
which can improve the well-being of
children.7

59%             Married-Couple**

31%             Single-Parent**

  8%            Other Relatives

  2%            Foster Family or Other 
                   Unrelated Household

<1%            Group Quarters 

<1%            Child is Head of Household

8%

31% 59%

<1%
<1%2%

**Only includes children who are related to the head of household by birth or adoption.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2020-2024. Tables B09001, B09002, and B09018.

� In Rhode Island, 59% of children live in married-couple households, making them
almost twice as likely to live in such households compared to single-parent households
(31%). Additionally, 8% of children live with a grandparent or another relative.8,9

n=207,425
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Relative Caregiving and Kinship Care

� In the United States, 2.5 million children are in families where grandparents or other
relatives or a close family friend serve as the primary caregiver. Children of Color are
more likely to be cared for by grandparents than other groups.18

� A grandparent caregiver reduces the trauma of separation when a child cannot remain
with their parents and provides better outcomes for children than those who are placed
with non-relatives. Children may be in a grandparent’s care because of child neglect or
abuse, unemployment, parental substance use, or incarceration.19,20

� Many grandparents have informal custody arrangements and are not involved with
child welfare agencies, often receiving fewer services than traditional foster parents.20

Nearly one in five grandparent caregivers lives in poverty, with 40% of grandmother-only
caregivers living below the poverty line, 76% of which receive public assistance.19,21

Children in informal kinship care are more likely to live in poverty, less likely to be
covered by health insurance, and more likely to have physical and mental disabilities.22

� Nearly all children in kinship care are eligible for cash assistance through Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) regardless of their household’s income level, yet
children in informal custody arrangements are much less likely to receive these payments.19,21

� Children in kinship foster care have better physical and mental health outcomes, more
stability, and are more likely to have a permanent home than children in foster care with
non-relatives.20 Rhode Island regulations state that the Department of Children, Youth
and Families (DCYF) must give priority to relatives when placing a child in out-of-home
care.23 On December 31, 2025, children in kinship foster care made up 30% of all
children in out-of-home placements in Rhode Island.24

� The federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 helps
keep families together and improve outcomes by allowing federal dollars to support
children exiting foster care to permanent homes with relative guardians.25 Rhode Island is
one of 42 states with a Guardianship Assistance Program that provides financial assistance
payments to grandparents and other relative caregivers who assume legal guardianship.26

Multigenerational Households in Rhode Island, 
by Race & Ethnicity, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 2020, PCT14, PCT14B, PCT14C, PCT14D, PCT14E, PCT14F,
PCT14H, PCT14I

� Between 2020 and 2024, 4% of Rhode Island families lived in multigenerational
households, compared to 3% of households between 2010 and 2014.10,11

� According to the 2020 Census, 7% of Hispanic families, 7% of Asian families, and 6%
of Black families live in multigenerational households in Rhode Island, compared to 3%
of white families.12–15 Among major racial and ethnic groups, multigenerational families
are less likely to live in poverty.5

� Twenty-four percent of U.S. households say child care is a factor in their living
arrangements, with 9% of upper income adults considering it a factor, compared to 32%
of lower-income adults.5 The lack of affordable housing can make it necessary to
combine resources to attain homeownership or to afford the average cost of rent.16 In
Rhode Island, the housing wage is almost double the hourly wage of the average renter.17

1%               American Indian and Alaska Native

5%               Asian

8%               Black

23%             Hispanic

<1%            Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

15%             Some Other Race

11%            Two or More Races

58%            White

8%

11%

58%

<1%

1%

15%

23%

5%

n= 17,092



Family Income Levels Based on the Federal Poverty Measures

The poverty thresholds are the original version of the federal poverty measure. 
They are updated each year by the Census Bureau. The thresholds are used mainly

for statistical purposes — for instance, estimating the number of children in Rhode
Island living in poor families. The poverty threshold is adjusted upward based on
family size and whether household members are children, adults, or 65 years of age and
over. In 2025, the federal poverty threshold was $25,938 for a family of three with two
children and $32,649 for a family of four with two children. The poverty guidelines are
the other version of the federal poverty measure. They are issued each year in the
Federal Register by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

Family Income Levels Based on the 2026 Federal Poverty Guidelines
                     FEDERAL                                          ANNUAL INCOME                                     ANNUAL INCOME
         POVERTY GUIDELINES                              FAMILY OF THREE                                      FAMILY OF FOUR

           50% FPL                                  $13,660.00                                     $16,500.00 

         100% FPL                                  $27,320.00                                     $33,000.00 

         130% FPL                                  $35,516.00                                     $42,900.00 

         150% FPL                                  $40,980.00                                     $49,500.00 

         180% FPL                                  $49,176.00                                     $59,400.00 

         185% FPL                                  $50,542.00                                     $61,050.00 

         200% FPL                                  $54,640.00                                     $66,000.00 

         225% FPL                                  $61,470.00                                     $74,250.00 

         250% FPL                                  $68,300.00                                     $82,500.00
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