Racial and Ethnic Diversity

DEFINITION

Racial and ethnic diversity is the
percentage of children under age 18 by
racial and ethnic categories as defined
by the U.S. Census. Racial and ethnic
categories are chosen by the head of
household or person completing the
Census form.

SIGNIFICANCE

Racial and ethnic diversity has
increased in the United States over the
last several decades and is projected to
rise in the future. Since 2000, all of the
growth in the child population in the
U.S. has been among Children of
Color."? In 2024, 52% of all U.S.
children were Children of Color.? In
Rhode Island between 2010 and 2020,
the Hispanic child population grew by
22% while the non-Hispanic white
child population declined by 22%.%* In
2020, 47% of children in Rhode Island
were Children of Color, up from 36%
in 2010. The number of Children of
Color in Rhode Island grew by over
70,000 between 2010 and 2020, and
the number of non-Hispanic white
children decreased by over 31,000
during the same period.*

In 2020 in Rhode Island, 53% of
children under age 18 were white, 8%
were Two or more races, 6% were Black
or African American, 3% were Asian,
1% identified as Some other race, and
less than 1% were American Indian or

Alaska Native. In 2020, 27% of
children living in Rhode Island were
Hispanic.’

In 2020, more than half (61%) of all
Children of Color in Rhode Island lived
in the five core cities of Central Falls,
Newport, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket. More than three-quarters
(78%) of children living in the five core
cities were Children of Color.’

Between 2020 and 2024, there were
11,412 foreign-born children living in
Rhode Island, 18% of whom were
naturalized U.S. citizens.” Of Rhode
Island’s immigrant children, 36% were
born in the Caribbean, 33% were born
in Central or South America, 16% were
born in Asia, 9% were born in Africa,
4% were born in Europe, and 1% were
born in North America (Canada or
Mexico).?

Between 2020 and 2024, 24% of
children between the ages of five and 17
living in Rhode Island spoke a language
other than English at home. During
this same time, 18% of children spoke
Spanish, 4% spoke other Indo-
European languages, and 1% spoke
Asian and Pacific Island languages.’

Many social service agencies and
other community and family-facing
organizations are working to adapt their
practices to be more culturally
competent and better serve this
increasingly diverse child population.®
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2020. Table P2 and Table P4.

4 Children in Rhode Island are more likely to be identified as People of Color than
adults. In 2020 in Rhode Island, 47% of children under age 18 were People of Color,
compared with 28% of adults.’

4 The diversity of Rhode Island is an asset; however, there are wide, persistent, and
unacceptable disparities in children’s economic well-being by race and ethnicity. Between
2020 and 2024, 28% of Hispanic children, 24% of American Indian or Alaska Native
children, 22% of Black children, 9% of Asian/Pacific Islander children, and 7% of white
children in Rhode Island lived in families with incomes below the federal poverty threshold."

4 In 2023, 30% of children in Rhode Island lived in immigrant families, which is higher
than the U.S. rate of 25%. Nationally and in Rhode Island, nearly all children in
immigrant families, 96% and 97% respectively, have parents who have been in the U.S.
for more than five years.’

@ There will be several changes to the 2030 Census, including: a combined question for
collecting data on race and ethnicity, a new category for people of Middle Eastern or
North African (MENA) descent, and detailed data on race and ethnicity. Respondents
will also be able to select multiple categories for the race and ethnicity question. These
changes are intended to produce more accurate data on the race and ethnicity of the
United States population and to better reflect how respondents identify."



Table 4.

Child Population, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island, 2020

UNDER AGE 18 BY RACE AND ETHNICITY

CITY/TOWN
Barrington
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Smithfield
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17

8

25
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16
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22
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1,197
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TWO
OR MORE
RACES

400
180
213
502
102
488
1134
527
242
1001
70

31
129
93

57
333
388
27
374
117
12
534
465
512
133
2,652
314
2,409
100
109
233
429
236
157
1149
124
573
294
979
7,076
10,746
17,822

WHITE
3,463
2,410
2,719
631
957
5,466
7,778
5,374
2,721
4,848
1,006
708
1,594
1,414
754
3,072
3,286
504
2,250
1,418
146
1,730
4,358
2,807
1,891
4,683
2,737
6,240
1,419
1,592
2,822
3,370
2,254
1,464
10,107
1,009
3,894
2,985
3,734
17,018
94,597
111,615
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2020
POPULATION
UNDER AGE 18
4,489 Source of Data for Table/Methodology
2,887 U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2020 Table P2 and Table
3,229 P4. All categories are mutually exclusive. If Hispanic
6,411 was selected as ethnicity, individuals are not included
in other racial categories. Likewise, if more than one
1,161 race was selected, individuals are included in Two or
6,655 more races and not in their individual race categories.
15,744 Five core cities are Central Falls, Newport, Pawtucket,
7,550 Providence, and Woonsocket.
3,465 References
7,886
1,175 ! Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family
Statistics. (2023). Americas children: Key national
790 indicators of well-being, 2023. U.S. Government
1,896 Printing Office.
1,613 heeps://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2023/ac_23.pdf
871 2 O’Hare, W., & Mayol-Garcia, Y. H. (2023). The
5,119 changing child population of the United States: First
4,640 data from the 2020 census. The Annie E. Casey
Foundation. https://www.aecf.org/resources/the-
568 changing-child-population-of-the-united-states
3,487
3The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (n.d.). KIDS COUNT
1,651 Data Center. datacenter.kidscount.org
189
3,660 4 U.S. Census Bureau. (2010). Cernsus.
5,496 5 U.S. Census Bureau, Census. (2020). Tzble P2 and
5,802 Table P4.
2,274 ¢ U.S. Census Bureau. (2010). Census Redistricting Data
16,455 Summary File. Table QT-PL.
3,444 7 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
41,021 (2020-2024). Table BO5003.
1,627 ¥ Population Reference Bureau. (2025). Analysis of 2020-
1,866 2024 American Community Survey PUMS data.
3,411 2 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
4,339 (2020-2024). 1able B16007.
2,723 " Giordano, G., & Edwards, J. (2023). Enbancing
1,826 cultural responsiveness in social service agencies, OPRE
14,034 Report # 2023-338. Prepared by Insight Policy
1,251 Research. U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration for Children and Families,
5,787 Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation.
3,826
9,467 " U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
? (2020-2024). Tables B17020, B17020A, B17020B,
77,014 B17020C, B17020D, B17020E B17020G, & B170201.
ez (continued on page 173)
209,785

Family and Community / 2026 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook 17



(continued from page 17)

References for Racial and Ethnic Diversity

12 Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, Executive Office of the
President. (2024). Revisions to OMB} Statistical Policy
Directive No. 15: Standards for maintaining, collecting,
and presenting federal data on race and ethnicity.

(continued from page 21)

References for Racial and Ethnic Disparities

"' U.S. Census Bureau. (2020). Census Redistricting Data,
Summary File, Tables P1, P2, P3, P4, HI.

? National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine. (2019). A roadmap to reducing child
poverty. National Academies Press.

* Ratcliffe, C. (2015). Child poverty and adult success.
Urban Institute.

#U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
(2020-2024). Tables B17020, B170204, B17020B,
B17020C, B17020D, B17020H, B170201, B19113,
BI19113A, B19113B, B19113C, B19113D, B191131,
B25003, B250034, B25003B, B25003C, B25003D,
B250031, B27001, B27001A, B27001B, B27001C,
B27001D, B270011, S1701, $2701.

> The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2019). Children
living in high-poverty, low-opportunity neighborhoods.

¢The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (n.d.). KIDS COUNT
Data Center. datacenter.kidscount.org

7 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2022).
State strategies for preventing pregnancy-related deaths:
A guide for moving maternal mortality review
committee data to action. National Center for
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion.

¢ Foxworth, R. (2021). The “Long Awaiting’- lifting up
Native voices for economic justice. Non-Proift
Quarterly.

? Mineo, L. (2021). Racial wealth gap may be a key to
other inequities. www.news.harvard.edu

" Aladangady, A., Chang, A. C., & Krimmel, J. (2023).
Greater wealth, greater uncertainty: Changes in racial
inequality in the survey of consumer finances.

https://doi.org/10.1007/0-387-26336-5_218

" The Urban Institute. (2026). Children of Immigrants
Data Tool, Data From 2023. https://children-of-

immigrants-explorer.urban.org/pages.cfm

12 Gennetian, L.A., & Chen, Y. (2024). Poverty among
Hispanic children in the U.S. www.econofact.org

' Ray, R., Perry, A. M., Harshbarger, D., Elizondo, S., &
Gibbons, A. (2021). Homeownership, racial
segregation, and policy solutions to racial wealth equity.
Brookings Institute.

' National Indian Council on Aging, Inc. (2021). Native
households make 8 cents for every dollar a white
household has: The Native wealth gap.

" Dulin, A., Starks, K., Yago, M., and Dennis, K. (2022).
Policy recommendations to increase the rate of Black
homeownership in RI. United Way of Rhode Island
and Brown University School of Public Health.

16 Magnan, S. (2017). Social determinants of health 101
for health care: Five plus five. NAM Perspectives.

7 Artiga, S., Hinton, E. (2015). Beyond health care: The
role of social determinants in promoting health and
health equity.

8 Braveman, P A., Arkin, E., Proctor, D., Kauh, T., &
Holm, N. (2022). Systemic and structural racism:
Definitions, examples, health damages, and
approaches to dismantling. Health Affairs (Project
Hope), 41(2), 171-178.

1 Watt, T. & Kim, S. (2019). Race/ethnicity and foster
youth outcomes: An examination of
disproportionality using the national youth in
transition database. Children and Youth Services
Review, 102, 251-258.

* Apollon, D., Keheler, T., Medeiros, J., Ortega, N.L.,
Sebastian, J., & Sen, R. (2014). Moving the race
conversation forward: How media covers racism and
other barriers to productive racial discourse.
www.raceforward.org

2 Frankenberg, E., Ee, J., Ayscue, J. B., & Orfield, G.
(2019). Harming our common future: Americas
segregated schools 65 years after Brown. The Civil
Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles at
University of California Los Angeles.

2 McArdle, N., Osypuk, T., & Acevedo-Garcia, D.
(2010). Segregation and exposure to high poverty schools
in large metropolitan areas: 2008 09. www.prrac.org

2 Rothstein, R. (2014). The racial achievement gap,
segregated schools, and segregated neighborhoods - A
constitutional insult. Race and Social Problems, 6(4).

* American Community Survey. (2020-2024). Tables
81701, B17020A, B17020B, B17020C, B17020D &
B170201.

» Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey.
(2025). Local Area Unemployment Statistics.

2 The Economic Progress Institute. (2024). The 2024
Rhode Island standard of need.

7 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
(2020-2024). Tables B25003, B25003A4, B25003B,
B25003C, B25003D, B25003E ¢ B250031.

* HousingWorksRI. (2025). 2025 Housing fact book.

» Regional & Community Outreach. (2020). Turning the
Sfloodlights on the root causes of todays racialized
economic disparities: Community development work at
the Boston Fed Post 2020. Federal Reserve Bank of
Boston.

* U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
(2022). Table R2702.

3 American Community Survey. (2020-2024). Zables
B27001, B27001A, B27001B, B27001D &
B270011.

* Rhode Island Executive Office of Health and Human
Services. (n.d.). MMIS Database, December 31, 2025
and June 30, 2025.

3 U.S. Census Bureau. (2020). Zable PCT 12.

3 Rhode Island Department of Health, Center for Health
Data and Analysis. (2020-2024). Maternal and child
health database.

% Smith, 1. Z., Bentley-Edwards, K. L., El-Amin, S., &
Darity, W. (2018). Fighting at birth: Eradicating the
black-white infant mortality gap. Duke University,
The Samuel DuBois Cook Center on Social Equity
and Insight for Community Economic
Development.

* U.S. Census Bureau. (2016-2020). 5-year American
community survey, Public Use Microdata Sample
(PUMS).

7 Ellen, 1. G., & Glied, S. (2015). Housing,
neighborhoods, and children’s health. The Future of
Children, 25(1), 135-153.

3 Rhode Island Department of Health. (2020-2024).
Hospital Discharge Database.

 Sawyer, W. (2020). Visualizing the racial disparities in
mass incarceration. www.prisonpolicy.org

“ Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and
Families. (2024). RICHIST.

“ Rhode Island Department of Corrections. (2024).
September 30, 2024.

“ Carver-Thomas, D. (2018). Diversifying the teacher
profession: How to recruit and retain teachers of color.
Learning Policy Institute.

References

“ Rhode Island Department of Education. (2026). State
report card, 2024-2025 school year.

“ Rhode Island Department of Education. (2025). 2024-
2025 school year.

“ Rhode Island Department of Education. (2025). Rhode
Island comprehensive assessment system (RICAS), 2025.

“ Rhode Island Department of Education. (2026). Class
of 2025 for immediate college enroll and Class of
2025 for four-year high school graduation rate.

4 U.S. National Park Service. (2025). Blackstone River
Valley national historical park: History & Culture.
https://www.nps.gov/blrv/learn/historyculture/index.
htm

“ American Immigration Council. (2020). Immigrants in
Rhode Island.
https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locatio

ns/rhode-island/

#U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.

(2020-2024). Table BO5006.

* Pillai, D., Artiga, S., & Rae, M. (2025). Potential
impacts of increased immigration enforcement on school

attendance and funding.

°! Lisiecki, M., & Apruzzese, G. (2024). Proposed 2024
mass deportation program would socially and
economically devastate American families.

> Hong, Y. S., Ybarra, M., & Garcfa, A. S. (2025).
Settlement duration matters: Deportation threat and
safety net participation among mixed-status families.
The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social
Sciences: RSE 11(4), 142—174.

** Gonzalez, D., Bernstein, H., Haley, J. M., & Kenney,
G. M. (2025). Shifting immigration policies jeopardize
immigrant families with children.

* Rhode Island Community Food Bank. (2026). 2025
status report on hunger in Rhode Island.
https://rifoodbank.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/2025-Status-
Report_Digital_FINAL-1.pdf

% The Economic Progress Institute. (2019). Rhode Island
Works: Is it working?

*¢ Pillai, D. (2026). Health care providers warn of impacts
of increased ICE presence at health care facilities. KFE.
heeps://www.kff.org/quick-take/health-care-providers-
warn-of-impacts-of-increased-ice-presence-at-health-
care-facilities/

References / 2026 Rhode Isiand KIDS COUNT Factbook 173



